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as the revealers and sponsors of this Philosophy, have become
largely discredited in the general mind, some other source for
it must be found in natural Evolution. When closely examined
the system will be seen to be only a composite of the old
Vedanta Philosophy described in the text, sprinkled here and
there with Buddhist elements, so that instead of being labelled
Esoteric Buddhism it would be more properly designated
as Neo-Vedantism. But there can be little doubt that by its
ingenious explanations of problems with which Modern Physical
Science is incompetent to deal, it has in its new form
marvellously enhanced the power of Vcdantism to resist the
encroachments of the scientific spirit of the Western World.
The fault in the old system of Vedanta was, it may be remarked,
that it had in it no principle of movement or evolution; its
seven planes or principles of Existence lying one above another
like so many strata, each and all unable to move. But by
rolling each of these into a ball or planet, and setting them all
at different points around the circumference of a wheel (our
own earth occupying the place at the bottom of the wheel)
and by making the spiritual influence emanating from the first
(to us invisible) planet or principle at the top, pass down and
around the wheel, gathering the spiritual properties of each ball
or planet as it passes along, and saturating our world with their
combined effluences each time it comes round, you get a dynamic
principle of development on our own planet which, were it true,
would account for the transformations the earth has undergone,
and for the successive types of creatures that have appeared on
its surface; besides much eke which you can get neither from
the old Hindoo Philosophies nor from Modern Physical Science,
as I have shown in the text. But the whole system, as I have
also shown, is only a paper-system, dealing merely with pseuclo*
causes such as that involved in describing the Vital Principle
as the cause of life, or the loss of hair as the cause of baldness,
and not with real scientific causes at all; and when once this is
seen, the system can have no future for the Western Mind.